




Films	chosen	for	our	community	by	our	community





For	ten	remarkable	years,	Rusthall	Community	Cinema	has

brought	people	together	to	share	stories,	laughter,	conversation

and	friendship.	What	began	in	the	summer	of	2015	with	a	fact-

finding	visit	by	Ronnie	Williams	and	Eugene	Gardner	to	another

village	cinema	quickly	became	a	community	ambition.	An	online

survey	showed	overwhelming	support	and,	on	28	May	2016,	the

first	screening	–	Joy	–	welcomed	around	80	people	into	Sunnyside

Hall,	with	borrowed	equipment,	plastic	chairs	and	a	projector

balanced	on	stacked	tables.	

From	those	modest	beginnings,	the	cinema	steadily	grew.

Monthly	screenings	soon	became	three-weekly,	then	fortnightly	–	

a	rhythm	that	continues	today.	Over	the	years,	audiences	have

enjoyed	not	only	films,	but	themed	decorations,	homemade

refreshments,	live	discussions,	short	films,	talks	and

performances	inspired	by	each	screening.	What	started	as

“showing	films	in	a	village	hall”	evolved	into	a	distinctive	shared

cultural	experience.	

Important	milestones	followed:	the	move	to	regular	4K

projection	and	surround	sound,	annual	children’s	matinees,	the

launch	of	the	National	Theatre	screenings	in	2023,	and	the	hosting

of	an	international	short	film	festival	featuring	entries	from	47

countries	in	2022.

	

Most	importantly,	throughout	these	ten	years	the	cinema

has	remained	true	to	its	founding	ideals	–	volunteer-run,

welcoming	to	all,	accessible,	inclusive	and	rooted	firmly	in	the

Rusthall	community.



Ronnie	Williams	and	Eugene	Gardner

2016

Cinema

Launch



Ronnie	Williams	and	Eugene	Gardner

2016

Cinema

Launch



Early	

Days	

Set-up





High	Quality	Kit

Thanks	to

Grants	

and	

Audience

Donations



High	Quality	Kit

Thanks	to

Grants	

and	

Audience

Donations





Spreading		

		the	Word





We	are	

our	Volunteers

and	

Audience



















Daily	Bread

replicated	the

Feast	for	us



Knitting	

scarf	for	

Bob

contest





Immersive	

set	designs



Local	Artists

and	Films	about	Art



Local	Artists

and	Films	about	Art



Dawn	Cole's

exhibition	

and	talk



Dawn	Cole's

exhibition	

and	talk



More	immersive	Sets





“If	more	of	us	valued	food

and	cheer	and	song	above

hoarded	gold,	it	would	be	a

merrier	world.”	―	J.R.R.	Tolkien
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